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The shaded areas of the map indicate ESCAP members and associate members.*

The Economic and Social Commission for Asiaand the Pacific (ESCAP) is the mostinclusiveintergovernmental
platform in the Asia-Pacific region. The Commission promotes cooperation among its 53 member States
and 9 associate members in pursuit of solutions to sustainable development challenges. ESCAP is one of
the five regional commissions of the United Nations.

The ESCAP secretariat supports inclusive, resilient and sustainable development in the region by generating
action-oriented knowledge, and by providing technical assistance and capacity-building services in support
of national development objectives, regional agreements and the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.

* The designations employed and the presentation of material on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the
Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its
frontiers or boundaries.



ASIA AND THE PACIFIC
SDG PROGRESS REPORT 2022

Widening disparities amid COVID-19

This publication may be reproduced, in whole or in part, for educational or non-profit
purposes without special permission from the copyright holder, provided that the
source is acknowledged. The ESCAP Publications Office would appreciate receiving
a copy of any publication that uses this publication as a source.

No use may be made of this publication for resale or any other commercial purpose
whatsoever without prior permission. Applications for such permission, with a
statement of the purpose and extent of reproduction, should be addressed to the
Secretary of the Publication Board, United Nations, New York.

United Nations Publication

Sale no.: E.22.1L.F.6

Copyright © 2022 United Nations
All rights reserved

ISBN: 9789211208382

elSB: 9789210014014

Print ISSN: 0252-3655

Online ISSN: 2412-1045
ST/ESCAP/2996



FOREWORD

As we present the 2022 edition of the Asia
and the Pacific SDG Progress Report, the
world marks an important benchmark: the
second anniversary of the coronavirus
disease (COVID-19) pandemic. Globally, the
consequences of the pandemic have been
severe, and these have increasingly coincided
with natural and human-made disasters. Even
as governments in the region took action
to help those most in need and respond to
ongoing crises, the latest data indicate that
vulnerability has increased, and huge gaps
persist across different population groups.
Amid these challenges, the region is not
on track to achieve the 2030 targets of the
Sustainable Development Goals. In fact,
progress in the region has slowed down, and
with every passing year, the 2030 targets are
further out of reach.

The analysis in the 2022 edition of the SDG
Progress Report has given special priority
to those who are furthest behind. The report
focuses on the intersection of key development
challenges with population characteristics,
such as age, gender, race, ethnicity, health,
location, migratory status and income.

A better understanding of development
outcomes for distinct population groups
and intersecting vulnerabilities is key to a
fairer recovery. Analyses of dissimilarity and
inequality will help efforts to ensure that no one
is left behind. The Sustainable Development
Goals cannot be achieved without protecting
the most vulnerable, many of whom have been
particularly affected by the pandemic.

The evidence-base to assess progress in the
region continues to strengthen, although the
pandemic proved to be an obstacle to data
collection and some data gaps remain. This
report shows that international and national

cooperation has helped improve the availability
of data about the Sustainable Development
Goals, but there is still much more to be done
to fill all the data gaps.

In this time of great change and difficult
challenges, there is an urgent need to redouble
efforts to fully implement the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, especially for those
furthest behind.
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Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana

Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations
and Executive Secretary of ESCAP
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Who should read this report?
The report is intended for three audiences:

* Stakeholders involved in policy dialogues
on the implementation of the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development. They include
government officials and representatives
of intergovernmental groups, civil society,
non-governmental organizations, the media,
academia, and businesses.

* Regional analysts who would like to identify
priority issues that require further study.

* National experts who develop methodologies
for measuring national progress towards
achieving the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs).

How to interpret the results?

Readers are encouraged to keep the following
points in mind as they consider the findings of
this report™"

* Every country counts equally in the analysis.
The progress of the region — and each of
its subregions — is presented irrespective
of the size of the population, economy,
and/or land area of constituent countries.?

Regional and subregional averages that
give each country equal weight are used to
assess progress towards targets.

Results in this report are not comparable
with previous reports because a revised set
of SDG indicators and updated historical
data are used for the analysis every year as
new data become available.®

Two different measures are used in the
analysis: the Current Status Index and the
Anticipated Progress Index. The Current
StatusIndex provides agoal-level snapshot
of progress and an analysis of where the
Asia-Pacific region stands on each goal.
The Anticipated Progress Index provides a
dashboard of expected progress by 2030
at the level of SDG targets and indicators
and an assessment of how likely the region
is to achieve individual SDG targets given
the pace of progress.

Previous editions of the present report
used the year 2000 as the baseline for
measuring progress so far. Given that the
data available and time lag since 2015 is
now sufficient to observe progress, the
present edition of the report has used the
2015 baseline for the snapshot of progress.

' See Annex 1 for technical notes and information on the interpretation of results.

2 See Annex 2 for regional and subregional country groups.

3 Refer to Asia-Pacific SDG Gateway (https://data.unescap.org) for comparable results over time.
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Where do the data come from?

Chapters 1 and 2:

Data for countries in the Asia-Pacific
region were drawn from the Global SDG
Indicators Database maintained by
Statistics Division of the United Nations
Department of Economic and Social Affairs.
Only SDG indicators with at least two data
points available for more than half of the
countries in the region were included in the
calculations. To assess progress toward
SDG targets for which no indicator with
sufficient data was available, six additional
indicators from global SDG data custodian
agencies were used (see Annex 3).

Disaggregated statistics on 31 indicators
were incorporated in the analysis to

account for different population groups.
This is done as a starting point for the
progress assessment and to respond to
the pledge of the 2030 Agenda, to leave no
one behind.

Chapter 3:

Given limited disaggregated data available
from the global SDG indicators database,
the analysis of disparities across different
population groups used both micro-
data from household surveys as well
as additional disaggregated data from
international agencies.
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Throughout Asia and the Pacific, Governments
are  striving towards the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) and the ambitious
objectives of reaching the furthest behind first,
but the progress is insufficient and has in fact,
decelerated. The challenge of achieving the
goals has been magnified in recent years by an
increase in the frequency and intensity of human-
made crises and natural disasters, as well as
the challenges of responding to the coronavirus
disease (COVID-19) pandemic. In this context,
the Asia-Pacific Sustainable Development Goal
Progress Report 2022 provides an analysis
of progress on 17 SDGs and 169 targets in
the region and in each of the five subregions
where there are unique challenges, resources
and opportunities for progress. The report also
provides an analysis of data gaps that prevent
the monitoring of progress, and it provides an
investigation of sources and priority areas for
enhancing SDG data availability.

Progress towards the SDGs in the Asia-Pacific
region has slowed as the COVID-19 pandemic and
climate change have exacerbated development
challenges. The region is not on track to achieve
any of the 17 SDGs.

The vision and ambition of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development are no less critical and
relevant than they were in 2015, yet the expected
year for the achievement of the SDGs is now
2065, and the gap grows wider with each passing
year. The Asia-Pacific region is now facing the
economic impact of the crisis and the risk that
progress will slow down even more in the coming
years as environmental and social targets are
compromised. That outcome can be avoided if the
region steps up and embraces the SDGs as a road
map for an inclusive, equitable and just recovery.

The inequity of progress towards the SDGs is
evidenced in the lives of vulnerable population
groups throughout Asia and the Pacific who are

I EXECUTIVE SUMMARY I

most at risk of being left behind. Slow progress,
stagnation and regression against the SDG
targets continue to place the greatest burden on
those who are furthest behind.

While there has been significant progress in the
region on industry, innovation and infrastructure
(Goal 9) and affordable and clean energy (Goal 7),
the pace has been too slow to reach the goals by
2030. Regression on responsible consumption
and production (Goal 12) and climate action
(Goal 13) has occurred even as the climate crisis
has become more acute. Meanwhile, progress
across Goals 4, 5, 6, 8, 11 and 14 throughout
Asia and the Pacific has been very slow or even
stagnant.

At the current rate of change, none of the 17
SDGs will be achieved in all five subregions, and
only East and North-East Asiais on track towards
no poverty (Goal 1) and industry, innovation and
infrastructure (Goal 9).

There is an urgent need for regional collaboration
and partnerships to ensure that no one and no
country in any of the Asia-Pacific subregions
is left behind as SDG progress stagnates or
regresses. Apart from Goal 1 and Goal 9 in East
and North-East Asia, the Asia-Pacific subregions
are not on track to achieve the SDGs by 2030.
Alarmingly, every Asia-Pacific subregion has
regressed on responsible consumption and
production (Goal 12) and climate action (Goal 13).

In addition to regression on Goal 12 and Goal
13, the North and Central Asia subregion has
regressed on life below water (Goal 14); the
Pacific subregion has regressed on clean water
and sanitation (Goal 6), reduced inequalities
(Goal 10) and sustainable cities and communities
(Goal 11); the South-East Asia subregion has
regressed on Goal 6, Goal 11 and Goal 14; and
the South and South-West Asia subregion has
regressed on Goal 11.



Leaving no one behind, regardless of age, gender,
race, ethnicity, location, disability or migratory
status, remains the central commitment of the
2030 Agenda, and the need to reach those who
are furthest behind has never been greater.

Average progress in Asia and the Pacific
disproportionately excludes some groups
with distinct demographic or socioeconomic
characteristics. Those furthest behind,
including women, rural populations and poorer
households, generally face more vulnerabilities.
For many vulnerable populations, food security,
education and livelihoods have deteriorated
during the pandemic.

One third of the global population of child
refugees live in the Asia-Pacific region, and the
pandemic has added to the challenges they face.
The intersection of poverty and climate change
often impacts the livelihoods of women, who
account for the majority of agriculture sector
workers in some areas.

The analysis in this report shows that more
must be done to expand social protection for

vulnerable populations, including persons with
severe disabilities, and to improve the labour
market prospects of people with disabilities.

While data availability has improved since 2017
(the number of indicators with data has doubled),
57 out of 169 targets (34 per cent) still can not be
measured. Data availability on gender equality
(Goal 5), life below water (Goal 14) and peace,
justice and strong institutions (Goal 16) remains
somewhat limited.

Cooperation between national and international
custodian agencies for SDG indicators have
significantly contributed to SDG data availability
and must continue to close the remaining gaps
in the data. More investment and technical
cooperation are needed to ensure timeliness and
sustainability in conducting household surveys
as the main source for nearly one third of the SDG
indicators. Enhanced national coordination and
data sharing and integration must be prioritized
to harness the full potential of administrative data
(including civil registration and vital statistics)
for the SDGs.
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CHAPTER 1 REGIONAL OVERVIEW 2

The pace of progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in the Asia-Pacific
region is slowing down at a time when acceleration is needed urgently to recover from the
pandemic.

1.1 How much progress has been made in the Asia-Pacific

region?

With each passing year since the adoption of
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
in 2015, the expected timeline for achieving
the SDGs has lengthened (figure 1.1). The
progress gap for achieving the SDGs grows

wider and the prospect of achieving the SDGs
now extends decades beyond 2030. In 2017,
the estimated year to achieve the SDGs was
2052, and by 2021, the estimated year had
increased to 2065.

Figure 1.1 Estimated year to achieve the SDGs at the current pace in Asia and the Pacific, 2017-2021
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Many factors seem to have contributed to this,
including continued unsustainable development
pathways coupled with an increase in the
frequency and intensity of human-made crises
and natural disasters. The coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) pandemic is the latest in an ongoing
stream of challenges. Although available data
may not yet include the consequences of
the pandemic, its impact in the region is
undeniable. The burden of ongoing crises and
conflicts, which have high human and financial
tolls, may have set the 2030 Agenda back as
limited resources are further constrained and
must be reallocated to adapt to new conditions
or replace damaged infrastructure. As the first
six years of the 2030 Agenda have passed,
the slowdown could be because the remaining
development challenges are harder to overcome.

1

|

I

|

& :
o> ;
I

i

|

M, :

%S |

oy !

I

1

1

Yy,
-
»

A\
a

an

The vision and ambition of the 2030 Agenda are
no less critical and relevant today than they were
in 2015. In this era of the COVID-19 pandemic
and other disasters, the 2030 Agenda and the
framework of the 17 SDGs provide the most
comprehensive road map for recovery. In fact,
achieving the goals is more urgent than ever as
the world faces existential challenges across the
economic, social and environmental dimensions
of development. While the finish line may now be
further off than ever before, getting there must
remain at the top of every nation's development
agenda. While the region has made progress
towards several of the goals, further action
is needed for the region to achieve its 2030
ambitions.



Figure 1.2 provides a snapshot of SDG progress
and illustrates that substantial improvement
is still required on most goals. Progress on
affordable and clean energy (Goal 7) and
industry, innovation and infrastructure (Goal
9) has been significant. Contributing factors

include increased international financing
for clean and renewable energy as well as
considerable success in providing access to
electricity to urban and rural populations, the
achievement of close to universal coverage
of mobile networks and increased official
flows for infrastructure development in the
least developed countries (LDCs). Meanwhile,
negative trends must be reversed, especially
on climate action (Goal 13) and responsible
consumption and production (Goal 12) to keep
the 2030 prospects within reach. For example,
the region is producing at least 35 per cent more
greenhouse gas (GHG) than it did in 2000, and
only five economies (China, India, Japan, the
Republic of Korea and the Russian Federation)
produced 80 per cent of the total GHG emissions
inthe Asia-Pacific region. Since 2015, the average
number of people affected by natural disasters
has more than doubled, and fossil fuel subsidies
as a share of gross domestic product (GDP) have
slightly increased on average despite the urgent
need to reduce carbon dioxide emissions.

While some progress has been made on no
poverty (Goal 1), good health and well-being
(Goal 3) and reduced inequalities (Goal 10),

the pace of progress is insufficient and must
double if the region is to meet the 2030 targets.

There has been little or no progress in the areas
of quality education (Goal 4), gender equality
(Goal 5), water and sanitation (Goal 6), decent
work and economic growth (Goal 8), sustainable
cities and communities (Goal 11) and life below
water (Goal 14).

To accelerate progress, the region must make
significant strides towards equality through
investments that improve the lives of the
poorest and most marginalized people to
ensure that no one is left behind. The most
urgent needs include enhancing quality
and equity in education, closing all types of
gender gaps, ending violence against women
and girls, effectively managing scarce water
resources and ensuring everyone has access
to safely managed drinking water services.
Everyone must have access to decent
employment opportunities so that growth
will be sustainable. It is equally important to
reduce urban pollution, increase resilience
against natural disasters, protect life below
water and enhance sustainable fisheries
practices. Furthermore, each country has a
role in achieving their nationally determined
contributions to reduce emissions and adapt
to the impacts of climate change, helping to
put the region on track to limit global warming
and preserve the planet’s finite resources.



Figure 1.2 Snapshot of SDG progress in Asia and the Pacific, 2021
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1.2 Will the targets be achieved by 2030?
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Figure 1.3
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for the Asia-Pacific region
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